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Advertiſement to the Reader. 
T - HE Author of the Following Pages does 


not nean to write a Paneg yric upon Hou- 
ſes of Induſtry, the Utility of which is amply con- 
firmed by Fact. and Experience : But confines 


himfelf to what paſſed concerning them, at a par- 


ticular Meeting. He writes for neither Fame 


nor Profit : Happy, if; unknown, be can pro- 


mote a S cheme, in which he thinks, Religion, 


and the civil . elfare of many of his Fellow- 


Creatures is nearly concerned. 


Nov. gth. 1771. 
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SOM E ACCOUNT 


OF * MEETING, Sc: 


IN Purſuance of ſome 3 in be © = 
wick Par ER, a Meeting of ſeveral Gentlemen, 
Clergymen and others was held at the Guildhall in 
Bury St. Edmunds, for conſidering of an Application 
to Parliament, for Leave to erect a Houſe of Induſ- 


try“ for the Poor of the Hundreds of Thedweſtreand 
Thingo, in the County of Suffolk. A Plan, which 


though full of the moſt beneficial Effects to Society, 
and Aanctißed by abundant Experience in the Coun- 
ty, was oppoſed with an uncommon, and, I had al- 
moſt ſaid, an indecent Degree of Warmth — Eager- 
neſs; though I muſt do the Gentlemen who oppoſed 
it the Far 5.4 to confeſs that it was not their Faults 
that any Arguments were uſed for, or againſt it; 
they were ſure that a Majority (I inquire not by what 
Means there collected) were preſent in their Favour; 

and 


Though a Houſe of Induſtry was not expreſsly named in the . 
it was generally underſtood to be che Object of this Meeting. 


(.4 ) 

and propoſed almoſt immediately, that the Queſtion: 
ſhould be put to the Vote. A ſure Omen of a weak 
Cauſe, when it dreads Debate and Diſcuſſion. - But 
this was a Diſgrace, which the Chairman would not 
ſuffer, as far as he was able to prevent it, this Aſ- 
ſembly to fall into. For the Information therefore 
of thoſe who may be curious to know, what could. 
be advanced againſt this uſeful, and I will add, 

benevolent Deſign; I have here collected the chief 
of what was, or, if proper Time had been allowed, 

what would have been ſaid on this important Subject. 
The grand Objection then to the propoſed Eſta- 
bliſhment, was the Inhumanity of it. It was ſaid, 

that it was cruel and inhuman to foree the Poor 
from their own little Cots, where they enjoyed e- 


very domeſtic Happineſs, and that Liberty which 1s 
the Birth-Right of every Engliſhman, into Places 


of Confinement, and'of common and mixed Rec 
tion. That the Poor ought to be made happy their 
own Way; but that they had the moſt dreadful 
Apprehenſions of theſe Houſes of Induſtry, and were 
ſure they could not be happy or contented in them: 
And it was further obſerved, that to complete the 
Wretchedneſs of the Poor, theſe Houſes were to them 
not only Houſes of Reſtraint, but of Correction alſo, 
being ſubject, upon Miſbehaviour, to corporal Pu- 
— 
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I hope I have not injured” this Argument by my 
Repreſentation of it. My Deſign is to do Juſtice. 
I reſpe& ſome of the Gentlemen, who urged it, and 
doubt not of their Sincerity. But I think alſo, that 
they who oppoſed it, have an equal claim to Huma- 
nity. - I lay my own particular Claim to it: For if 
I know myſelf, the finer Feelings of the Heart are 
the beſt Part of my Conſtitution. 

Not to detract therefore an Atom from the real 
Weight of this Argument; I will allow, that in e- 

very Pariſh, there are ſome Perſons, reduced by old 
Age, or unavoidable Calamitics to a State of great 
Poverty; that they are ſtill Induſtrious as far as they 
are able, and no further burdenſome to their Fel- 


low Pariſhioners, than their Neceſlities require; that 


they expend their Allowances anly upon rhe Neceſ- 
ſaries of Life; that they are ſober 0 honeſt them- 


ſelves;. and train up their Children to tread in the 
ſame Paths. Such People as theſe are certainly wor- 
thy of every Encouragement which Compaſſion can 
afford them: Nor would any Pariſh, I think, whoſe 
Poor were all like theſe, wiſh to have them removed 
from among them: 

But after this Allowance, 1 40 nolltively affirm, 
that in moſt Pariſhes, if I muſt not fay all, by far 
the greater Part of the Poor are of a Character very 
Cifferent from thoſe I have juſt deſcribed, Ron of 
. cm 


. 
them in the Prime of Life, are reduced to Beggary 
by their Lazineſs and Debaucheries: They know, 
and publicly boaſt of knowing it, that their Pariſhes 
muſt ſupport them; and therefore take no Pains to 
guard againſt that Poverty, which to them appears 
no Evil: The Earnings of their Labour (when they 
think proper to work) are expended on their Vices 
and thoſe whom they ought to ſupport become a 
Burden to Society. Others, who, though paſt the 
Strength of their Years, are yet equal to ſome La- 
bour, do nevertheleſs refuſe the ſlighteſt Exertion of 
Induſtry : They throw themſelves upon the Alms of 
the Pariſh, upon which they lie a moſt oppreſſive 
Load for many Years. But this is not the worſt of 
the Caſe : The Money which the Pariſh beſtows up- 
on them, inſtead of being laid mit wpon Rread, and 
other great Supports of Life, is frequently ſquander- 
ed away upon intoxicating Liquors, and Midnight 
Irregularities; eventhe Cloaths which are given them 
for Decency, and to protect them from the Inclem- 
ency of the Weather ; and the Beds which would be 
the greateſt Refreſhment to their weary Limbs, are 
converted to the ſame pernicious Purpoſes, Nor is 
this only a temporary Evil: For the Children of theſe 
unhappy Wretches are likely to tread in the Steps of 
their Parents, and inſure a Succeſſion of Sin and Mi- 


ſery ; They are brought up in a total Ignorance of 
| whatever 


: 
| 
| 
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whatever they ought to learn: The only Arts in- 
ſtilled into them are thoſe of Pilfering and Lying, 
in which they generally make a fatal Proficiency, 
Naked and diſeaſed both in their Bodies and Minds, 
they are ſeen wandering about their Pariſhes, little 
better than Savages ; and are now a Diſgrace to that 
Community, to which in a few Years they will be- 
come a Burden and a Nuiſance. * For the Truth of 
what I here athrm, I appeal to every unprejudiced 
Perſon, whoſe Duty or Situation in Life, brings him 
acquainted with the ſtate of the Poor in Country 
Pariſhes. 
If this be a true Repreſentation,---and I heartily 
wiſh to have it proved, that it is not,---who would 
expect, that thoſe Gentlemen, who deſire to remedy 


theſe Evils, ſhould be branded with the Mark of In- 
humanity ? yet ſuch has been their Fate. Every 


Advantage is overlooked, which a Houſe of Induſ- 
try is allowed and acknowledged to have, for Fear. 


of removing a comparatively ſmall Number of the 
ſober 


To remedy this Evil in ſome Meaſure, the Laity in ſome Pariſhes, have with 
the true Spirit of Chriſtianity, inſtitated at their own Expence Schools for the Edu- 
cation of poor Children. Upon this Account, a right honorable Lady not far from 
Bury, muſt not be paſſed over in Silence; who, obſerving with Compaſſion the 
wretched Condition of the Children of the Poor in her Neighbourhood, has cauſed 
a very conſiderable Number of them to be cloathed, and inſtructed, at her own 
Charges. A moſt amiable Inſtance of the Goodneſs of her Heart; and which ſhews 
her deſerving the high Rank, to which a worthy young Nobleman has raiſed her. 
But as theſe Examples are far from being general ; I hope there were no Clergymen 

eſent at this Meeting, who, though happy themſelves in ſuch Patrons or Patroneſ- 

es, did not wiſh well to a Deſign, ſo greatly beneficial to all thoſe Pariſhes, that are 
not ſo fortunately circumſtanced as their own, 
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ſober and virtuous Poor to a Habitation a few Miles: 
diſtant from their preſent Dwellings. This, we are 
told, is a cruel and inhuman Baniſhment. It is hu- 
mane therefore, I ſuppoſe, to ſuffer the Community 
to be infeſted and burdened with Multitudes of idle 
and debauched Beggars; rather than that a few of 
a better Stamp, ſhould be accommodated in a Man- 
ner not quite agreeable to themſelves. It is hu- 
mane, to ſuffer Swarms of Children to be educated. 
in nothing but the Myſteries of Theft and Deccit, | 
and to be as ignorant of the very Principles of Chriſ- 
tianity, as an untutored Indian; it is humane, I ſay, 
to ſuffer the Souls of theſe poor Creatures to be 
thus neglected (I will not fay, loſt) rather than that 


the Bodies of not a twentieth Part of their Number 
ſhould he lodge d in Places different (though much 


better) from what they have been uſed to. If this 
be Humanity ; may my Breaſt be. for ever ſteeled 
againſt it's Impreſſions. 

But, we are told too, theſe Houſes of Induſtry 
are Places of moſt ſtrict and cloſe Confinement. It 
is granted, that many are reſtrained in them from 
Joing much Miſchief which they would do abroad : 
"They are confined alfo to Work ; they are confined 
£0 regular Hours ; and obliged to attend the Duties 

of Religion at Rated Seaſons. But proper Objects 
4474 often Leave of Abſence granted to them for 


7 
* 


(7 
x conſiderable Length of Time: And all enjoy 
ſuch a Degree of Air and Enlargement as is condu- 
cive to their Health and Refreſhment. 

But theſe unhappy Priſoners are ſubje& alſo, up- 
on Miſbehaviour, to corporal Puniſnments. And 
were they not ſo before, when they broke the Laws 
of the Community of which they were Members ? 
And it is not proper, that the wicked and licentious 
ſhould be kept in Awe, wherever they are, by the 
Fear, and, it neceſſary, by the Infliction of bodily 
Pain? Where is the mighty Cruelty, if ſome, who 
left at large, would probably have ſuffered in Pub- 
lic, for petty Larcenies, or Crimes of a higher Na- 

ture, ſhould chance to ſmart in private for their Miſ- 
demeanors ? The ſober and regular Poor, for whom 
fo much Solicitude is cxprefſed, arc, I picſume, in 
no Danger of theſe Sufferings; they, no Doubt, 
will ſubmit with Patience to the Regulations of 
that Society to which they ſhall belong. 

But after all, I would be glad to be informed b 
thoſe Gentlemen who repreſent theſe Houſes of 
Induitry in ſuch hideous Colours; whether they 
have viſited them in their own Perſons: If they 
have; whether they found the Inhabitants immured 
in Dungeons; pallid and ſickly for want of Sun 
and Air: And whether they heard the Laſhes of 
. os, and the Shricks of the Sufferers reſounding 

In 


1 
in all the Wards. Theſe Gentlemen, I ſay, would 


do well to produce ſome Inſtances of Perſons, who, 
in theſe Houſes, have been either unmercitully 
chaſtiſed, or unwholeſomly confined. The Truth is, 
corporal Puniſhment is very rarely inflicted in theſe 
Places: And a Whipping Poſt is ſet up in a Houſe 
of Induſtry, for the ſame Reaſon as they are in 
Country Pariſhes, and is as ſeldom uſed. 

To complete this Argument, it is aſſerted, that 


the Poor have a Right to be made happy their own- 


Way : But they have the moſt dreadful Apprehen- 


Hons of theſe Receptacles, and are ſure they cannot 


live contented in them. I will at preſent wave the 


Queſtion, whether thoſe who ſupport the Poor at an 
enormous Expence, have not a Right to do it zheir 


07077 Way, confiſtently with Humanity, and the ge- 
neral Good: To wave, I ſay, this Queſtion, I muſt 


ebſerve, that we have here inſinuated a moſt notori- 
ous Falſehood, which is, that the Generality of the 


Poor are happy under the preſent Syſtem of their 


Support and Maintenance, Let thoſe who think ſo, 
enter their Houſes, and they will ſoon alter their 
Opinion. What Scenes of Wretchedneſs will they 
behold, even where conſiderable Sums- of Money 
are weekly beſtowed by the Pariſh ! Hunger, Cold, 
Nakedneſs, and all Uncleanlineſs will immediately 
preſent themſelves in all their Horrors. Let them 
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into their Bed-chambers (if they have any) and they 
will there ſee wretched Truſſes of Straw, inſtead of 
Feather-Beds, ſcattered about the Floor, and too of- 
ten crowded at Night with promiſcuous and ill- 
Joined Company. The Children -but I will ſpare 
the Pain both of the Reader and myſelf, by leaving 
the Deſcription unfiniſhed. If it be neceflary after 
this, to aſk the Tenants of theſe Walls, whether they 
are happy; put the Queſtion to them; they will 
anſwer, no; they will ſay, that with all their In- 
duſtry, and with all their Allowances, they can 
ſcarcely keep themſelves and their Families from 
ſtarving ; they will ſay, that the Overſeers are par- 
tial and hard-hearted ; that they relieve amply where 
Diſtreſs is ſmall, and ſparingly where it is great. It 
an Overſeer ſhould chance to be preſent, let him be 
accuſed of neglecting his Duty; he will anſwer, 
that he does his Duty; but that the Poor are lazy, 
inſolent, and vicious; that they earn much leſs than 
they might eaſily do; and that they pawn, ſell, and 
miſapply the Cloaths and Money which he has diſ- 
tributed among them. Where the Fault lies, even 
thoſe whom the Laws have entruſted with the Pow - 
er of adjuſting theſe Differences, cannot often well 
decide. But that theſe mutual Accuſations do ge- 
nerally ſubſiſt, is a melancholly Truth too certain 
to be denied, I have not here taken Notice, how 

8 D almoſt 
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3 totally ignorant both the Parents and Chil 
dren are in — very Rudiments of Chriſtianity; 
becauſe perhaps they are not at preſent ſenſible of 
this their Misfortune; though the Time will come, 
when both cheraſclve as well as Society will moſt 
ſeverely feel it. 

Now if I had: not of late bin taught a iGoine 
Leſſon, I ſhould think, that the Condition of theſe 
our unhappy F ellow-Creatures might be mended ; 
and that they acted upon the moſt humane and bis- 
nevolent Principles, who ſhould endeavour' to do it. 
And to this End, I ſhould think it my Duty to pro- 
mote any Plan or Deſign, that propoſed to cloath 
and feed theſe People like human Creatures; to 
provide comfortable Beds for them to ſleep on; to 
employ them to uſeful Purpoſes; and inſtill into 
their Minds ſome Notions of Piety and Virtue. I 
ſhould think, I ſay, if theſe good Effects could be 

roduced, chat both en es and Society 3 
— the better and happier for it. 

But it ſeems I am miſtaken. The Thing «ſelf 
is impracticable, in the Method propoſed ; and it is 
inhuman to attempt it: For the common People 
have the moſt dreadful Apprehenſions of theſe Hou- 
ſes of Induſtry, and are ſure they « can never be hap- 
py in them. 

I am moyed with Compaſſion to ſee theſe poor 


Creatures 


tr) 

Ortatures thus miſtaken and deluded. They either 
fear they know not what and none fear more tha 
ſuch or they fear, as they are inſtructed by thoſe, 
whoſe Intereſt it is to repreſent theſe Houſes to 
them, as Priſons and Houſes of Correction. But in 
the Name of common Senſe, Why cannot the Poor 
of theſe two Hundreds be as happy in one of theſe 
Places, as other Poor are in the like? Are the Poor 
here differently conſtituted in Body and Mind, from 
their Fellow - Creatures at twenty or thirty Miles Diſ- 
tance ? The Promoters of this preſent Defign have 
had Information from unqueſtionable Authority, as 
well as ocular Proof, that in the Houſes of Induſtry 
already eſtabliſhed in this County, the Poor are by 
no Means miſerable or diſeontented: That, on the 
contrary, they preſs 1 into them as hoſpitable Shelters 
from their various Diſtreſſes; and that afterwards, 
Health and Satisfaction appear in their Countenan- 
ces. Many of them in the Summer have Leave of 
Abſence to follow ſuch Country Employments as 
they are ſeverally fit for; and towards Winter they 
return to their former Quarters as a comfortable 
Aſylum. | 

Complete Happineſs indeed i is not, I ſuppoſe, to 
be met with in thoſe Places, more chan! in others. 
Do the Rich enjoy it with all their Wealth and 
Liberty? Beſides there are ſome Perſons, who are 
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never happy, whatever their Station in Life may be: 


It is ſaid to be their Temper; perhaps it may be 


ſo: Though Reaſon might correct it. There are 
many others, whoſe Uneaſineſs in theſe Places can 


be well accounted for. It muſt be with ſome Re- 


luctance, that Idleneſs is compelled to labour; and 
Debauchery reduced within the ſober Bounds of 
Regularity. 

But ſuppoſing there may be ee Poor, happier 
in their prefent Cottages, than they would be in 
Houſes of Induftry; and whom their Paſtor and 
Fellow Pariſhioners may wiſh to retain among 
them; yet .I am confident, that upon the whole, 
the Number of theſe is but ſmall, when compared 
with thoſe, who are now a Diſgrace to their ſeveral 
Clergymen, and a4 Peſt and Burden to their Neigh- 
bours; but who might, by being placed in theſe 
excellent Seminaries, be made good Chriſtians, and 


uſeful Members of Society, And is then the Incon- 


venience of a few, to defeat the Benefit of many? 
Where can be the Humanity of this ? Point out to 
me an Act of Parliament, of a comprehenſive Na- 
ture, that does not bear hard upon a few Individu- 
als: Indeed I believe, there are not many that paſs 
without ſome Objections being made to them: 

if, upon the whole, thay are advantageous to — 
State, 4 are certainly to be eſteemed good and 


wholefome 
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Laws, The T ruth is, Enperſecion in every Thing 
we think or do, is the Lot of Mortality. And can 
it be expected, that an Act of Parliament for a 
Houſe of Induſtry, ſhould be an Exception ? | 
I have dwelt the longer on this Argument, be- 
cauſe whatever preſents itſelf to us, cloathed in 
the lovely Garb of Humanity, deſerves our utmoſt 
Attention and Regard. I hope I have done it no 
Injuſtice; and ſhall therefore now diſmiſs it. 

There were ſome other Objections ſtarted, the 
bare mention of which is almoſt a Refutation of 
them. 

- It was demanded, what Pariſhes had petitioned, 
that Application ſhould be made to Parliament for 
a Houle of Induſtry. The Gentleman, I preſume, 
could not mean, what Gentlemen of Proper 
their reſpective Pariſhes had defired ſuch an Appli- 
cation; a proper Anſwer to this could have been 
given by many of conſiderable landed Eſtates then 

preſent. He muſt mean therefore, what Occupiers 
or Tenants of Lands; what poor People, had peti- 
tioned for that Purpoſe. Abſurd | Where was there 
ever an Inſtance of a Set of Peo ple petitioning for 
a Diſſolution of their own 3 ? When did Idle- 
neſs with to be made induſtrious? Or Licentioul- 
neſs humbly beg to be reſtrained ? 


It was ſaid allo; that in Time, Gentlemen would 
E become 
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become tired of ſaper intending a Houſe of Induſtry, 
which would then fall into the Hands of thoſe, who 
would take the Direction of it merely for their own 
Profit and Advantage. This, it was - anſwered, 
could be but Suſpicion and Conjecture : Nor could 
the utmoſt Stretch of human Wiſdom, in this or a- 
ny other Deſign, guard againſt every Poſhbility of 
Abuſe. But at the ſame Time, this very Objection 
was thought to imply, that ſuch a Houſe, as-long as 
Gentlamen took the Care of it, might be uſeful. 
But the Objector, by a Species of Logic n, to 
himſelf, denied the Inference. 
© Tt was further alſo objected to an Application for 
this particular Bill, that a general one of the ſame 
Nature had been rejected by Parliament. To ſay 
nothing of the Inconcluſiveneſs of ſuch an Argu+- 
ment ; 1 of the Legiſlature having unanimouſſy 
aſſed ſeveral private Bills of this Kind: I ſhall on- 
ly obſerve on the Fate of that general Bill; that it 
was rejected by a very ſmall Majority in the Houſe 
of Lords (and that too for Reaſons foreign to the 
Purpoſe) after it had paſſed very unanimouſly through 
the Commons, who, with all due Deference to the 
upper Houſe be it ſpoken, may be ſuppoſed to be bet - 
ter acquainted with the State of the Parochial Poor, 
as being nearer upon a Level, and on _ Occaſt- 


ons more converſant with them. - 971130 S 
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do not at preſent recolle& any other Objections 
raiſed on this Occaſion. If I have omitted any, 1 
humbly crave Pardon of thoſe who made them; 
and hope they will not ſuffer them to be, buried in 
Oblivion. I expected indeed, when I found” that 
many Gentlemen, Clergy, and hers. came with à 
Deſign of oppoſing this intended Houſe of Induſtryʒ 
to have found ſome ſubſtantial Objections made to 
the general Utility of them, I expected tflat 155 
Oppoſers had viſited ſome of thoſe already cſtablifhs 
ed, and diſcovered ſome enormous &hbuſds int em; 
That they had inſpected their Bpoks of Accounts, 
and found large Sums of Moncy mffüppfyeck or un- 
accounted ; and the original Sum borrowed, not ag 
yet begun to be cleared off, nor ever likely to be ſd. 
I expected I fay, to have had tlie propoſed Founda- 
tion endangered by ſome ſuch ſolid Arguments as 
theſe (and if ſuch had been brought, every one I 
dare ſay would willingly have dropped the Defign) 
but inſtead of any ſuch, I cannot remember any but 
the puny Starvelings of Objections I have already 
mentioned; which, to ſay the Truth, were too 
baſhful and diffident to make their Appearance, 
without much Solicitation, and almoſt Compulſion. 
I ſhall now take Leave to make a few Remarks 
on the Conditions and Qualitics of the Perſons, who 
were Enemies to the intended Bill. 
5 . Some 


AF 1 


Some Gentlemen of the Romiſh Commanion 


were preſent at this Meeting, whoſe Seatiments, 

though 1 think they did not much divulge them, 
may pretty certainly be pronounced upon, bor 
the Gif of Infallibility. To ſpeak out plainly then; 
With what Eye can it be thought they muſt View 
an Eſtabliſhment, one of the Deſigns of which is, 
to inſtruct it's Members in the Proteſtant Religion? 
They well know, that if the moſt 1 ignorant and ne- 
ceſſitous Poor are thus collected into one Family, 

they will then be ſecure from the inveigling Arts of 
their induſtrious Emiſſaries, to which they are now 


too much expoſed. The Cows which, in ſome 


Parts, are now ſo meritoriouſly doled out to their 
new Proſelytes, muſt then be kept for other Pur- 
poſes; and the Cottages lie untenanted by ſuch wor- 
thy Converts. 

One of the Objections I mentioned above was 
ſtarted by an 3 I blame him not. He 
pleaded for his Livelihood. He foreſaw doubtleſs, 


that the Increaſe of Houſes of Induſtry, would 


rove, in ſome Degree, the Decreaſe of the Profits 
of his Profeſſion. For wherever they are eſtabliſh- 
ed, Diſputes about the Settlements of the Poor, and 
35 other Subjects of legal Conteſt, muſt be entire- 
ly annihilated. 


On the ſame Side appeared a — — venera- 
ble 
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ble from his Age and Experience. He is the Pro- 
rictor of the Village where he reſides; in which, 
he faid, a conſiderable Sum of Money is annually 
raiſed fn the Relief of the Poor, which he knew was 
diſtributed in ſuch a Manner as to make them com- 
fortable and happy: And therefore it would be in- 
human, to remove theſe People into a Place, of 
which they entertained the moſt horrid Ideas. * 
There are, I think, in his Pariſh, which is not 
very populous, an Hoſpital for the Support of aged. 
Maidens, and a School for the Education of « Ghil- 
dren, both founded and well endowed by the Mu- 
nificence of his Anceſtors, From theſe Benefactio 
ons, and his own extenſive Charity, one would im- 
agine the Poor could not in any great Numbers he 
either very neceſſitous, or ignorant. This Gentle- 
man therefore looking over his awa Territories, can 
form but a very imperfe& Idea of the State of the 
Poor in large Pariſhes, that are not fo happily Cir= 
cumſtanced as his on. Nor can it be m uch won- 


dered at, if his poor Neighbours are not We to 


be withdrawn from has | gs Perhaps too he 
had 


» » This aa Waist alſo, in the Proceſs of lie Diſcourſe, that the 
Poors. Rates Were an actual Tax er the Farmers, and not on the Pro Ne. f 
Lands: Next to the Abſurdity 0 advancing ſuch Sate wou (ah e that rg 
anſwering it. I ſhall only obſerve, that-the Eidiation of a Perſon who. is ugluc 
Aly defending a weak Cauſe, is like that of one who is fallen in a 
Having no ſolid Footing, {inks deeper and deeper by the very Eff. 


under bi: himſelf, 


uagmire, who 


he wakes © 
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had rather direct the Diſtribution of the Pariſh Mo- Tr 


ney himſelf (of which the chief Part comes out of 
his own Pocket) than that it ſhould go into another: 
Chanel. Yet I cannot help thinking he would have 
more nobly diſplayed: his uſual good Senſe and pub- 
lic Spirit, and I will add, his Humanity too, if he 
had not ſuffered any partial Conderations to have 
biaſſed him againſt a general good. I could have 
wiſhed too, that he who has been a Member. of the 
Britiſh Senate (where, I hope, Affairs of Conſequence 
are debated, before Votes are given) and alſo a Gen- 
tleman who ſat near him, whoſe Politeneſs is ſome-- 
times of a moſt condeſcending Nature, had not with: 
ſuch an intemperate Warmth, inſiſted upon taking 
the Senſe of the Meeting, when the Queſtion was 
fcarcely begun to be agitated. This was a general 
Inſult : And a great Diſappointment to ſome very 
reſpectable Gentlemen in particular, who. declared, 
that not being entire Maſters of the Subject, they 
they came on Purpoſe to hear ſo important a Point 
fully and 1mpartially diſcuſſed. 
The Clergy were almoſt unanimous in their Op- 
oſition. Humanity to their Pariſhioners was, as. 
far as I could underſtand, their Reaſon for it. But 
how much to be lamented is it, that this moſt ami- 
able Virtue, ſhould from it's own Nature be of all 


others, moſt liable to be impoſed upon! Yet it cer- 
tainly 
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tainly is ſo: And often becomes actually, .though 
not intentionally injurious. Muſt not Compaſſion, 
or Humanity loſe it's Name, when it conſults the 
Convenience of a few, to the great Detriment of 
many? And whether that is not the preſent Caſe, 
the foregoing Pages will I think ſufficiently ſhew. 
If indeed I am deceived: And if the Clergy can 
boaſt, that the Majority of their pooreſt Pariſhioners 
are religious, ſober and induſtrious; and that their 
Children come flocking to their catechetical Lec- 
tures: I ſincerely congratulate them upon this hap- 
py State of Things. Now then I ſuppoſe the moſt 
perfect Harmony ſubſiſts between the Poor and their 
Overſeers: And the Magiſtrates will be no longer 
peſtered with their mutual Complaints: Pilfering, 
Lying and Swearing will be no longer known but 
by their Names; and nothing but Virtue and Hap- 
pineſs abound. If this, I fay, be really the Caſe; I 
heartily felicitate the Clergy on the Return of the 
golden Age: Hope that I ſhall never find this glo- 
rious Scene changed; and will recant every word 
I have faid in favor of a Houſe of Induſtry. I 
ſhall think, they have done well in oppoſing a 
Scheme which the Roman Catholics are alarmed 
at; and which propoſes, among other Things, to 
lighten the Weight of an enormous Tax, which 

they 
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they themlelves help not to ſupport with, c one of 
their little Fingers. 

I have nothing to add at preſent, but that this 
tumultuous Mecting was adjourned, wi ithout comir 
to any Reſolution, - But I hope the uſeful and h 
| Kenedy Purpoſe of it will be * in a more 


— 


—— 
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proper and effectual manner. 5 
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